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Jeff Monson:

Moscow’s American Muscle
How a mixed martial arts champion

became a Russian hero.
Taken and edited from: https://themoscowtimes.com/
news/jeff-monson-moscows-american-muscle-5  5 63 3
By Matthew Bodner, m.bodner@imedia.ru

Jeff Monson, a 45-year-old American mixed mar
tial arts champion, denies that Russia invaded eastern
Ukraine. Buff, bald, and covered in tattoos, he says he
knows better: “I was in Luhansk, and I asked people if
Russia came to help them. They said yes, but it wasn’t
an invasion.”

A committed communist and strident critic of U.S.
foreign-policy, Monson last month became the first
American to receive citizenship from the People’s Re
public of Luhansk (LPR). It was a token of gratitude
from the leadership of the state.

Monson makes no secret of his distaste for Washing
ton, and he proudly supports Ukraine’s Russian-backed
separatist regions, even combining the two passions,
when he can. On social media, for instance, you can
find photos of his visit to Luhansk, where he’s holding
a Kalashnikov assault rifle and posing next to graffiti
cursing out Obama.

This is all high politics, though, which takes a back
seat when Monson describes the suffering he’s seen on
his two visits to Luhansk. His first trip was in June,
when he met Russia’s nationalist biker gang, the Night

Encouraged and enamored with Russian public support,
Monson has become a frequent visitor to the country. He is

pursuing Russian citizenship. Matt Bodner

Celebration of the 99th Anniversary
of the October Revolution.

• Cambridge/Boston, MA: Nov. 12, 2016, 3 PM.
Center for Marxist Education, 550 Massachusetts
Ave., 2nd floor, Cambridge.

• New York, NY: Nov. 19, 2 PM. LGBT Center, 208
W. 13th St., Rm. 310.

• Buffalo, NY: Nov. 19,2 PM. Buffalo and Erie
County Main library, 1 Lafayette Square, West Room.
Showing of documentary film: Ukraine: Right Sector.

Events are also being held on Nov. 7 in:
• Los Angeles, CA, 2 PM: Laying flowers at statue of
Lenin’s head, ACE Museum, 4th St. and La Brea Ave.

Continued on page 3 • Hilo, Hawaii
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:ST0RE TOE
' ' IT UNION!

Credo of U.S. Friends of the Soviet People
U.S. Friends of the Soviet People is dedicated to

supporting struggles to restore socialism in Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union. USFSP is the
U.S. Affiliate to the International Council for Friend
ship and Solidarity with the Soviet People. The In
ternational Council carries on the traditions of the
“Hands Off Russia” Committees that were established
internationally in 1918 to help protect the young So
viet Republic from foreign intervention. The aim of
all Friends of the Soviet People is international coop
eration in building socialism and solidarity with the
anti-imperialist forces of the world who are strug
gling against U.S. Imperialism - the main enemy of
humanity,

U.S.F.S.P. acts as a unifying force to help con
solidate and coordinate the anti-imperialist forces of
the world with the ongoing movement to restore the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe as socialist states.
We act as a unifying front, but are not a forum for
ideological debates. The people of the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe themselves will chose their paths
toward socialism._____________________ _________
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Continued from page 1
Wolves, in Rostov-on-Don, near the Russian border
with Ukraine. From there, the bikers escorted him
across the border to Luhansk.

“Unfortunately, when it comes to politics, it’s the
common people who unwittingly suffer,” Monson says.
“These people are struggling economically. I went
there, I talked to the people, I saw the hospitals and
orphanages destroyed. And the kids, man, the kids have
been through a war. Their schools have been destroyed.
These people have been forgotten, and I want to help
them.”

When Monson returned to Luhansk in September,
he brought supplies for a local orphanage. With mon
ey from the LPR government, he also helped set up
something more permanent: the area’s first martial arts
school, which he hopes can impart upon local kids a
sense of community, self-worth, and discipline — the
things all sports offer, he says.

Many in Luhansk, joined by even more people in
Russia sympathetic to Luhansk People’s Republic, have
celebrated Monson’s humanitarian efforts. The state- 

a terrorist. He is likely to be the subject of further con
troversy after receiving citizenship from the President
of Abkhazia, a breakaway region of Georgia.

No stranger to controversy, Monson says he’s un
fazed: “I’m not going to not do something just because
of legal consequences. They are calling me a terrorist
for opening a school and helping orphanages!”

Fortunate Son
Monson is used to the spotlight, but not for humani

tarianism. One of the world’s most decorated mixed
martial arts (MMA) fighters, he made his name in the
ring, pure and simple. At age 28, Monson won his first
championship in a technique known as grappling — a
discipline he excels in to this day.

Time is catching up, however, and Monson’s body is
beginning to fail him at 45. Today, he projects an image
of both imposing strength and surprising fragility. His
movements are lumbering and laborious, and his left
leg betrays a significant limp. Unable to fight legally in
the United States any longer, Monson has spent much
of the past five years fighting in Russia, under a Rus
sian flag.

run RT news network is giving him a television show.
To the new rulers in Kiev, on the other hand, Monson

is viewed widely as a criminal or worse, and his actions
have drawn sharp criticism from those who overthrew
the legally elected
Ukrainian President
Viktor Yanukovych’s
regime. It was this
counter-revolution,
after all, that sparked
Moscow’s support for
separatists in the coun
try’s eastern regions.

Monson gets letters
from people in Ukraine
and in the U.S., where
he was recently held at
the border and ques
tioned about his activi
ties in Luhansk. In the
letters, people call him

Beneath the stereotypical facade of a professional
MMA fighter, Monson has been described an idealist
and a libertarian-communist, meaning that he believes
in a socialism in which all men live equally and cordial

ly without government.
He plans just two more
fights before devoting
himself to a life of com
munist work in Luhansk
and in Russia.

“The only way we
are going to survive
as a species is to share
things, stopping produc
tion of things we don’t
need. Produce for need,
instead of capital and
wealth,” Monson told
The Moscow Times.

Monson is hoping to master Russian so he can eventually
become a communist deputy in the State Duma.

Anton Novoderzhikin / TASS
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"TTTheUSFSP^ovTetFiIm Project
’rojcet involves a lot of resources, and requires

sustained financial support.

' Buy a new DVD. We have them!
Buy 1 for $8 or 2 for $10

FILMS ON DVD
“Mission To Moscow”

“Karl Marx”
“Chronicles of October”

“Life of Lenin”
“I Love My Land: Tribute to Soviet Woman”

“Fall of Berlin”
“Viet Nam: The War Is Over
but the Struggle Continues”

“Earth: by Dovzhenko, on collectivization”
“Battleship Potemkin: by Eisenstein”

YES! I want to help support USFSP’s critical efforts
to save the Soviet film legacy!

Please find my enclosed contribution of:
□ $10 □ $25 □ $50 □ $100 o Other: 

My contribution is: □ One-time □ Monthly
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Telephone:
E-mail:

Add me to USFSP Mailing List:  YES □ NO

RED STAR PUBLISHERS
Books Available Online

www.redstarpublishers.org

Communist Manifesto by Marx & Engels $3
Attitude of the Workers’ Party to Religion

by V.l. Lenin $1
A Letter to American Workers by V.l. Lenin $1
The State by V.l. Lenin $1
Socialism or Anarchism By J.V. Stalin $4
Foundations of Leninism by J.V. Stalin $4
Cult of the Individual by Bill Bland $1
History of the CSPU (Short Course $8
Why Communism? By M.J. Olgin $6
Trotskyism: Counter Revolution In Disguise

By M.J. Olgin $5
Socialism Betrayed

By Roger Keeman & Thomas Kinney $15
Khruhschev Lied By Grover Furr $20
From theCarpathian Mountains to Canada

by Michael Lucas $7
Journey for friendship

Between Northern Neighbors $10
This book by Michael Lucas is the complete History
of the Canadian-Russian Friendship Society from
1918 to present.

A Promise for Tomorrow: Deconstructing the
Rosenberg case by A Tyner $1
Pro Soviet Russian Newspapers 4 Issues $1
Communist Newspaper from Ireland, England,

Italy & Germany $.50

JOIN US! With a U.S. Friends of the Soviet People Membership
□ New Application □ Membership Renewal

□ Please send me information on how I can get involved with USFSP
□ Please send me a sample copy of Northstar Compass for $1

□ I want to become a member of USFSP. Please enroll me as a member in the category ndicated below:
Please make checks payable to

U.S. Friends of Soviet People, P. O. Box 140434, Staten Island, NY 10314-0434

Name: Student: $5.00 Family- $15.00
Address: Senior: $5.00 Contributing: $25.00
City:State/Zip: Individual: $10.00 Patron: $50.00
F-mail: Phone: Donor: $100.00

http://www.redstarpublishers.org

